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 For nearly 300 years—from 
 the eighteenth to the early 
 twenty-first century—there 
 was a continuous Jewish 
 presence in Bardejov in 
eastern Slovakia. By the end of World War II, 90 
percent of the town’s Jews had perished as victims 
of the Holocaust. 

The duty of the living to remember the dead is 
one of Judaism’s guiding principles, a responsibility 
the Bardejov Jewish Preservation Committee 
has embraced. Organized in 2006 by Emil Fish, a 
native of Bardejov and survivor of Bergen-Belsen 
concentration camp, the Committee plays an 
active role in restoring and preserving Jewish 
communal properties in Bardejov—effectively 
working to revitalize Jewish heritage and memory.

Our current project is one of moral obligation: the 
creation of a Bardejov Holocaust Memorial. On 
May 15 and 16, 2012, with your help, this memorial 
to the Jews of Bardejov who lost their lives during 
the Holocaust will be dedicated at the site of the 
original center of Bardejov’s Jewish community, 
where the large Old Synagogue, the Beit 
Hamidrash, and Mikvah still remain. At this event, 
families and friends will connect with their roots 
and commemorate the 70th anniversary of the 
deportation of Bardejov’s Jews to concentration 
camps.

The Jewish men, women, and children of Bardejov 
who were killed during the Holocaust were denied 
proper burials and have no gravesites. It is our 
duty to ensure that they—our grandparents, 
parents, brothers, sisters, uncles, aunts, cousins, 
and friends—do not vanish from the memory of our 
future generations and of the world.

A PLACE TO REMEMBER





In 2005, during his first visit to Bardejov since 
departing in 1949, Emil noted with despair 
the neglect of the Jewish cemetery and 

the dilapidation and desecration of the Jewish 
communal buildings: the large Old Synagogue, Beit 
Hamidrash, and the Mikvah (collectively known 
as the Jewish compound), as well as the Chevra 
Mishnayot and the Bikur Cholim Synagogues. 

Upon witnessing the deplorable condition of the 
Jewish properties and overcome with anguish, 
Emil resolved to act. He sponsored the restoration 
of the cemetery, established the Bardejov Jewish 
Preservation Committee, and launched a Web site 
(www.bardejov.org). 

Today, the Web site is a “meeting place” for 
Bardejov’s Jewish descendants and for all those 
interested in helping us to meet our goals:

 • To preserve and restore Bardejov’s Jewish 
communal properties

 • To commemorate Jewish heritage in Bardejov 
and the region

 • To sponsor Jewish educational programs in 
Bardejov that will keep its Jewish history alive

 • To provide genealogical resources for 
Bardejov’s descendants

 • To collaborate as an international advocate for 
Slovakia’s Jewish heritage

Over the years, Committee members have made 
frequent trips to Slovakia. We have met with local 
and national officials to encourage an awareness 
of the cultural and historical significance of Jewish 
life in Bardejov. We have advocated for the 
restoration of the Jewish compound.

Now, we have decided to erect a memorial where the names of      Bardejov’s Jewish Holocaust victims will be inscribed forever. 

For decades, Bardejov’s Jewish cemetery was 
overgrown and inaccessible. Many names on the 
gravestones were illegible.

The restoration of the cemetery was completed in 2007. An index 
of the 1,231 gravestones is available on the Committee’s website, 
www.bardejov.org.

THE BARDEJOV JEWISH PRESERVATION COMMITTEE



Now, we have decided to erect a memorial where the names of      Bardejov’s Jewish Holocaust victims will be inscribed forever. 

In 2009, a new fence with decorative Star of David 
motifs was erected around the cemetery.

Evidence of the continued misuse of the Jewish 
compound as a hardware store and warehouse for 
building supplies

Restorers stabilize the decorative ceiling of the large Old Synagogue in 2010.

A Committee delegate compares a prewar archival 
photo of Chevra Mishnayot to its current use as a 
commercial building.

right: The Bikur Cholim Synagogue is still intact 
but needs reinforcement to prevent its collapse.



BARDEJOV HOLOCAUST 
MEMORIAL 

The victims of the Holocaust were denied 
the dignity of a burial. Should they just 
vanish from our memory?

In 2010, Emil formally presented the idea of a 
Bardejov Holocaust Memorial to Bardejov’s mayor, 
who subsequently offered land for the project 
next to the Jewish compound. An internationally 
renowned preservation architect, Giora Sola, 
agreed to design the memorial.

The Bardejov Jewish Preservation Committee has 
launched this project in association with the city 
of Bardejov and with the assistance of Warren L. 
Miller, chairman of the U.S. Commission for the 
Preservation of America’s Heritage Abroad in 
Washington, D.C, and his staff. The Committee is 
managing the project and coordinating all parties 
to ensure that the memorial will be completed by 
May 15, 2012. On that date, we will commemorate 
the 70th anniversary of the deportation of the 
Jews from Bardejov and dedicate the memorial.

In November 2010, Committee members met with local 
and national representatives in Bardejov to discuss the new 
Holocaust memorial and the future of the Jewish compound.

BARDEJOV HOLOCAUST 
MEMORIAL BUILDING TEAM

Emil Fish, Founder, Bardejov Jewish Preservation 
Committee, Los Angeles, and member, U.S. 
Commission for the Preservation of America’s 
Heritage Abroad, Washington, D.C. 

Diane Siegel, Executive Director, Bardejov Jewish 
Preservation Committee, Los Angeles

Giora Solar, Principal Architect & Concept 
Designer, Bardejov Holocaust Memorial, Israel

Miloslav Olejar, Supervising Architect, Bardejov 
Holocaust Memorial, Slovakia and Canada

Annette Nicole, Construction Coordinator, 
Bardejov Holocaust Memorial, Los Angeles

Peter Hudak, Holocaust Scholar & Historian, 
Bardejov, Slovakia

Pavol Hudak, Holocaust Educator & Historian, 
Bardejov, Slovakia



A façade wall with a partial roof will surround 
the Bardejov Holocaust Memorial site. Inside, 
the Memorial Garden will feature the names of 
more than 2,400 victims from Bardejov on twelve 
enlarged Memorial Tablets made of steel, with the 
names cut through with laser. Landscaping and 
stone paving will offer a tranquil and sacred space 
for reflection.

We need your financial support to make this happen.

For many of us, and especially those who are sur-
vivors, this may be our last chance to memorialize 
our families and friends. This accomplishment will 
guarantee that our children and grandchildren will 
have a place to come to learn about their roots 
and to honor the memory of their ancestors.
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*Source: Bardejov Súpis Židov 
(Jewish Census), 1941
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“having survived, i owe something to the dead and 
anyone who does not remember, betrays them again.” 
—el ie  wiesel

BENEFACTOR
Memorial Garden: is the central component of 
the Bardejov Holocaust Memorial. The garden 
includes twelve Memorial Tablets—with the names 
of more than 2,400 Bardejov victims—and the 
Honor and Donor Walls.

Naming the Memorial Garden is our top level 
of sponsorship. We welcome your inquiries on how 
you can become the Benefactor who will have 
naming rights for the Memorial Garden. 

The name you select will be permanently 
inscribed.
 
FELLOW
Honor Wall: is an interior wall of the memorial 
garden where the names of righteous gentiles who 
helped Bardejov Jews during the Holocaust will be 
inscribed.

The name you select will be permanently 
inscribed as the dedication on the Honor Wall.

PATRON
Donor Wall: is an interior wall of the memorial 
garden where the names of the supporters whose 
donations made the memorial possible will be 
listed.

The name you select will be permanently 
inscribed as the dedication on the Donor Wall. 
 
PARTNER
Memorial Tablets: Twelve tablets will contain the 
names of the more than 2,400 Holocaust victims 
from Bardejov. 

The name you select to dedicate one of the 
tablets will be inscribed prominently on the  
Donor Wall.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

By selecting one of the following sponsorship opportunities, your name—or a name you choose to honor  
or memorialize—will be inscribed permanently in the memorial. 

MEMORIAL BOOK
A Memorial Book will be published to memorialize the Holocaust victims. We invite families and 

individuals to contribute to this publication by dedicating a page in honor or in memory of loved ones.



 BARDEJOV HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
 (Please use the enclosed form to indicate your commitment)

 1  I/We will contribute as a:
   BENEFACTOR We welcome your  Name the Memorial Garden and 
    inquiry  a Platinum Page in the Memorial Book 
      (fill out #3 below on the enclosed form)

   PATRON $180,000   Name the Donor Wall and 
      a Platinum Page in the Memorial Book  
      (fill out #3 below on the enclosed form)

   FELLOW $100,000   Name the Honor Wall and   
      a Platinum Page in the Memorial Book  
      (fill out #3 below on the enclosed form)
 
   PARTNER $18,000   Sponsor one of the twelve Memorial Tablets and 
      a Gold Page in the Memorial Book 
      (fill out #3 below on the enclosed form)

 2  I/We will dedicate in the Memorial Book:
   Silver page $5,000   Half page  $700

   Copper page $3,000  One-third page  $500

   Bronze page $2,000  Quarter page  $360

   Full page $1,000

 3  The text in the Memorial Book shall be:
   In honor of   

   In memory of  

   Page text: If you wish you may submit your text by one or more of the following options. 

   mail: (use the enclosed envelope, if desired):  e-mail:  info@bardejov.org
   Diane Siegel, Executive Director  fax:  626.773.8820
   Bardejov Jewish Preservation Committee phone:  626.773.8808
   905 South Fair Oaks Avenue
   Pasadena, CA, 91105

   I/We would like to be anonymous

 4  I/We select the following payment option for this tax-deductible donation:
   Check (payable to Bardejov Jewish Preservation Committee) 

   Credit card Visa Master Card American Express

   Card number:     Exp. date:

   Name on card:

   Billing address:

   Telephone:  E-mail:
   
   Please bill me at the address above
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